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SUBJECT: FORMER INTERIOR MINISTER PONIATOWSKI WILL 
PRESIDE OVER INDEPENDENT REPUBLICAN PARTY 

REF: PARIS 9350 

1 . FOLLOWING MICHEL PONIATOWSKI'S DEPARTURE FROM GOF 
ON MARCH 30 (REFTEL) THERE WAS SPECULATION THAT HE WOULD 
RESIGN FROM THE PRESIDENCY OF THE INDEPENDENT REPUBLICAN 
PARTY AND ASSUME THE POST OF FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO BONN 
(HE WAS ALSO RUMORED FOR WASHINGTON). IT WAS ANNOUNCED 
TODAY, HOWEVER, THAT HE WILL KEEP THE PRESIDENCY OF THE 
PARTY AND ALSO BECOME A KIND OF ROVING AMBASSADOR FOR 
GOF, ACCEPTING SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS ABROAD THAT GISCARD 
WILL GIVE HIM. 

2. JEAN-PIERRE SOISSON, STATE SECRETARY FOR YOUTH AND 
SPORTS, WAS TODAY OFFERED THE POST OF SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF THE IR, TO SUCCEED JACQUES DOMINATE HE WILL 
ANNOUNCE HIS DECISION ON APRIL 25, BUT IT APPEARS 
CERTAIN THAT HE WILL STEP DOWN FROM HIS POST IN GOF TO 
ASSUME DIRECTION OF THE PARTY. SOISSON, CLOSE TO VGE, 
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IS THE FOUNDER AND ANIMATOR OF THE GROUPE D'ACTION ET DE 
PROPOSITION, A GROUP OF YOUNG MAJORITY PARLIAMENTARIANS 
WHO SHARE, TO A GREATER OR LESSER DEGREE, GISCARD S 
VISION OF AND, GOALS FOR FRANCE. RECENT IR ELECTION 
LOSSES AND A GENERAL MOROSITY IN THE PARTY WILL MAKE 
SOISSON’S TASK DIFFICULT. FULLER ANALYSIS TO FOLLOW 
SEPTEL. 
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